
WHAT MAKES NEWS… 

“NEWSWORTHY”?  



 

HOW DO WE DECIDE? 



HOW DO WE DECIDE? 



 

 

 

 Is it new? 

 

 Is it a first of it’s kind discovery?  

 

 Is it going to change the world as we know it?  

 

 

THE BASICS 



 

 

IS THE SOURCE CREDIBLE? 



 

 

 

 Is the research coming from a known institution?  

 

IS THE SOURCE CREDIBLE? 



 

 

 

 Is the research coming from a known institution? 

 

 Is it published in a peer reviewed journal?  

 

IS THE SOURCE CREDIBLE? 



 

 

 

 Is the research coming from a known institution?  

 

 Is it published in a peer reviewed journal?  

 

 Do the claims seem credible based on the research done?  

 

IS THE SOURCE CREDIBLE? 



 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



 

 

 

 What does this research mean for the average person?  

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



 

 

 

 What does this research mean for the average person?  

 

 Does this answer a common question or challenge what we 

thought we knew? 

 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



 

 

 

 What does this research mean for the average person?  

 

 Does this answer a common question or challenge what we 

thought we knew? 

 

 How far along is the research? 

 

WHAT IS THE IMPACT? 



 

COOLNESS FACTOR 



COOLNESS FACTOR 



 

 

 

 Is this exceptionally cool or weird?  

 

COOLNESS FACTOR 



 

 

 

 Is this exceptionally cool or weird?  

 

 Can you tie it to pop culture? 

 

 

 

 

COOLNESS FACTOR 



COOLNESS FACTOR 



 

 

 

 Is this exceptionally cool or weird?  

 

 Can you tie it to pop culture? 

 

 Does it bend the mind or pose a deep question about the 

world? 
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 Explain how this challenges what we know 

 

 Show emotion: Make it fun, sound worried, be baffled… 
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LET’S KEEP TALKING 

 

STOTTEN@SCPR.ORG 

 

@SANDENTOTTEN ON 

TWITTER 


